To Lafayette B. Mendel by Lusk, Graham
~/3tG a1A 0Qe
'14 'j, it-4
-P
iTO LAFAYETTE B. MENDEI,
The dedication of this volume of researches to Lafayette B.
Mendel on the occasion of the sixtieth anniversary of his birth is
expressive of a keen sense of admiration, and of gratitude, for what
he has been to a host of pupils and associates through many years of
time.
The popular picture of a laboratory worker is undoubtedly a
somber one. He writes books which so few can understand that he
comes to be regarded as scarcely human and, like Empedocles of
old, he may be suspected of having supernatural powers. Few
surmise that he may be at work for the fun that lies in the great
game of the quest after truth and light. Mendel once wrote in
comic vein a long detailed description of the activities of the Fuss
and Rage Institute (The Russell Sage Institute of Pathology). Let
no one think that he is one of the dry-as-dust variety of professors.
He believes that it is a real service to save the exceptional man
and to enable him to develop his personal individuality, because it
is the man and not the machine who is invariably responsible for
progress. Through this attitude he has become the leader of a
notable school.
Throughout his life he has kept aloof from fads and fashions.
He properly assigns to organic chemistry a great future role in the
development of biochemistry. He has said, "Can we afford to over-
look the fact that the organic chemist deals with manifold substrates
which involve the surface relations, intermolecular forces, hydrogen
ions and chemical equilibria of physical chemistry? Surely the day
of the organic chemist has not yet passed." And as a re-echoing
reply to this pronouncement, word comes to us of the crystallization
of pure vitamin D by Windaus.
Mendel's answer to modern educational vagaries is summed up
in the words, "Without a background of facts thinking becomes a
difficult if not a futile task" and he quotes Francis W. Peabody as
saying, "A scientist is known not by his technical processes, but by his
intellectual processes." Intellectual processes playing with facts in
a well-stored mind! Therefore Mendel concludes that, "Didactic
instruction, so largely discredited at the present time, may yet regain
some measure of favor as an economical method for ascertaining
essential facts." For he considers waste of time is no more tolerable
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in student-days than in after-life. In this argument he betrays his
allegiance to the educational methods which have been productive
of the best results in the past.
This volume of papers bears eloquent testimony to the successful
realization of the principles which have controlled his life.
He has been the guide, philosopher, and friend to many young
men and women; he has encouraged them to walk by themselves
when they were able to stand alone; and he has given them wise
counsel in times of difficulty. Herein he has shown himself as one
of the great teachers of his time.
In 1913, a German in Berlin asked a visiting American whether
Mendel's work upon vitamins and on proteins which were deficient
in essential amino acids was trustworthy. When later Mendel was
urged to go abroad more frequently and show himself as one who
was self-evidently worthy of trust he replied, "It is a matter of
indifference to me." But the day has come when pride in his
scientific reputation is something shared by all who have worked
under him, and by the many who have known him as colleague and
co-laborer.
He is a few years my junior, but our early mutual interests
brought us together as teachers in New Haven nearly forty years
ago at a time when, in contrast with today "the world was so new
and all", and we have walked together in friendship ever since. I
rejoice to join with the authors in this volume in extending our
congratulations on his sixtieth birthday to a friend who has led a
profoundly useful life.
GRAHAM LUSK.
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